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Meeting Date: July 21, 2011 
 
Subject: East/Central Community High School Survey Report 
 

 
 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading (Action Anticipated: ______________)  
 Conference/Action 
 Action 
 Public Hearing 

 

Learning Support Unit/Department:  Office of the Superintendent 
 
Recommendation:  Hear/discuss results from recent community survey regarding high 
school options for East/Central Sacramento neighborhoods 
 
Background/Rationale:  In June, 2011, the district conducted a survey for residents of 
East and Central Sacramento regarding high school options in their communities. 
 
More than 2,000 community members participated in the survey, which was promoted by a 
postcard mailer to every home in Central/East Sacramento zip codes, ConnectEd phone 
calls in multiple languages and a district press release.  
 
Findings from the survey are included in this report for review. 
 
Financial Considerations:  As a result of the work budgeted for the 2010-11 school 
year, there are no additional financial implications. 
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Estimated Time of Presentation:  10 minutes 

Submitted by:  Jonathan P. Raymond, Superintendent 
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is
 
it

 
th

a
t 

y
o

u
r
 
c
h

il
d

's
 
h

ig
h

 
s
c
h

o
o

l 
b

e
 
a
 
c
o

m
p

r
e
h

e
n

s
iv

e
 
h

ig
h

 
s
c
h

o
o

l?
 
A

 

c
o

m
p

r
e
h

e
n

s
iv

e
 h

ig
h

 s
c
h

o
o

l 
o

ff
e
r
s
 a

 b
r
o

a
d

 c
u

r
r
ic

u
lu

m
, 

w
it

h
 e

x
tr

a
c
u

r
r
ic

u
la

r
 a

c
ti

v
it

ie
s
 s

u
c
h

 

a
s
 s

p
o

r
ts

 a
n

d
 b

a
n

d
, 

to
 m

e
e
t 

th
e
 n

e
e
d

s
 o

f 
a
ll
 s

tu
d

e
n

ts
. 

I
n

 c
o

n
tr

a
s
t,

 t
h

e
r
e
 a

r
e
 h

ig
h

 s
c
h

o
o

ls
 

th
a
t 

o
ff

e
r
 s

p
e
c
ia

li
z
e
d

 s
tu

d
y
 s

u
c
h

 a
s
 a

 f
o

c
u

s
 o

n
 a

 p
a
r
ti

c
u

la
r
 s

u
b

je
c
t 

(
li
k
e
 m

a
th

, 
s
c
ie

n
c
e
, 

o
r
 

th
e
 a

r
ts

)
, 

o
r
 t

r
a
in

in
g

 f
o

r
 a

 p
a
r
ti

c
u

la
r
 c

a
r
e
e
r
. 

M
o

st
 p

ar
en

ts
 (

8
8

%
) 

in
d

ic
at

ed
 t

h
at

 t
h

e
 a

va
ila

b
ili

ty
 o

f 
a 

co
m

p
re

h
e

n
si

ve
 h

ig
h

 s
ch

o
o

l 
is

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
o

r 
ve

ry
 

im
p

o
rt

an
t 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
.  

 



A
ll 

P
a
re

n
ts
—

D
is

ta
n
c
e
 t

o
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

W
h

e
n

 i
t 

c
o

m
e
s
 t

o
 d

e
c
id

in
g

 w
h

e
r
e
 t

o
 s

e
n

d
 y

o
u

r
 c

h
il
d

 t
o

 h
ig

h
 s

c
h

o
o

l,
 h

o
w

 i
m

p
o

r
ta

n
t 

is
 t

h
e
 

d
is

ta
n

c
e
 t

h
a
t 

y
o

u
r
 c

h
il
d

 h
a
s
 t

o
 t

r
a
v
e
l 
to

 s
c
h

o
o

l?
 

4
3

%
 

3
1

%
 

2
0

%
 

6
%

 

0
%

2
0

%
4

0
%

6
0

%
8

0
%

1
0

0
%

V
er

y 
im

p
o

rt
an

t 
- 

I c
ar

e 
a 

lo
t 

ab
o

u
t 

it
.

(n
=6

6
5

)

Im
p

o
rt

an
t.

 (
n

=4
8

9
)

So
m

ew
h

at
 im

p
o

rt
an

t.
 (

n
=3

1
4

)

N
o

t 
im

p
o

rt
an

t 
- 

I d
o

n
't

 c
ar

e 
ab

o
u

t 
it

. (
n

=8
8

)

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

P
ar

e
n

ts
 o

f 
C

u
rr

e
n

t 
St

u
d

e
n

ts
 

M
o

st
 p

ar
en

ts
 (

7
4

%
) 

al
so

 i
n

d
ic

at
ed

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

d
is

ta
n

ce
 b

et
w

ee
n

 h
o

m
e 

an
d

 t
h

e 
sc

h
o

o
l 

is
 a

ls
o

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
o

r 
ve

ry
 im

p
o

rt
an

t.
 



A
ll 

P
a
re

n
ts
—

V
ie

w
s
 o

n
 D

is
ta

n
c
e
 a

n
d
 A

v
a
ila

b
le

 P
ro

g
ra

m
s
 

W
e
 w

o
u

ld
 l

ik
e
 t

o
 b

e
tt

e
r
 u

n
d

e
r
s
ta

n
d

 y
o

u
r
 v

ie
w

s
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e
 d

is
ta

n
c
e
 t

o
 s

c
h

o
o

l 
a
n

d
 t

h
e
 h

ig
h

 

s
c
h

o
o

l 
p

r
o

g
r
a
m

s
 a

v
a
il
a
b

le
 i

n
 c

h
o

o
s
in

g
 w

h
e
r
e
 t

o
 s

e
n

d
 y

o
u

r
 c

h
il
d

. 
P

le
a
s
e
 s

h
a
r
e
 w

it
h

 u
s
 h

o
w

 

d
is

ta
n

c
e
 a

n
d

 a
v
a
il
a
b

le
 p

r
o

g
r
a
m

s
 a

ff
e
c
t 

y
o

u
r
 d

e
c
is

io
n

. 

O
p
e
n
-E

n
d

e
d
 Q

u
e

s
ti
o

n
, 
T
o

ta
l 
o

f 
p

e
rc

e
n

ta
g
e

s
 m

a
y
 e

x
c
e

e
d

 1
0

0
%

 

N
=

1
2

6
1

 

W
h

en
 a

sk
ed

 t
o

 r
ef

le
ct

 o
n

 t
h

e 
re

la
ti

o
n

sh
ip

 b
et

w
ee

n
 d

is
ta

n
ce

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
o

ff
er

ed
 b

y 
th

e
 s

ch
o

o
l i

n
 t

h
ei

r 
d

ec
is

io
n

 m
ak

in
g,

 m
o

st
 i

n
d

ic
at

e
d

 t
h

at
 d

is
ta

n
ce

 w
as

 a
 m

o
re

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
fa

ct
o

r 
(4

3
%

) 
w

h
ile

 a
b

o
u

t 
a 

q
u

ar
te

r 
o

f 
p

ar
en

ts
 in

d
ic

at
ed

 t
h

at
 q

u
al

it
y 

w
as

 t
h

e 
m

o
re

 im
p

o
rt

an
t 

fa
ct

o
r 

(2
7

%
).

  A
 s

iz
ab

le
 p

ro
p

o
rt

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

re
sp

o
n

d
e

n
ts

 
(2

3
%

) 
ar

gu
ed

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

cl
o

se
st

 s
ch

o
o

l s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
o

f 
th

e 
h

ig
h

es
t 

q
u

al
it

y.
 



A
ll 

P
a
re

n
ts
—

Im
p
o
rt

a
n
c
e
 o

f 
H

ig
h
 S

c
h
o
o
l 
P

ro
g
ra

m
s
 

P
ro

gr
am

 
Sc

o
re

 
C

o
u

rs
es

 t
h

at
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

 in
 a

 b
ro

ad
 r

an
ge

 o
f 

to
p

ic
s 

to
 p

re
p

ar
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 

fo
r 

ge
n

er
al

 c
o

lle
ge

 s
tu

d
y.

 
1

0
0

 
C

o
u

rs
es

 t
h

at
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

ad
va

n
ce

d
 s

tu
d

y 
in

 a
 s

p
ec

if
ic

 s
u

b
je

ct
 (

su
ch

 a
s 

w
o

rl
d

 
la

n
gu

ag
es

, s
ci

en
ce

, m
at

h
em

at
ic

s,
 t

ec
h

n
o

lo
gy

, e
tc

.)
. 

7
5

 

A
 w

id
e 

se
le

ct
io

n
 o

f 
el

ec
ti

ve
 (

o
p

ti
o

n
al

) 
co

u
rs

es
 t

h
at

 a
p

p
ea

l t
o

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

in
te

re
st

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ar

ts
, m

u
si

c,
 d

ra
m

a,
 e

tc
. 

5
5

 
A

 b
ro

ad
 s

el
ec

ti
o

n
 o

f 
sp

o
rt

s/
at

h
le

ti
cs

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
(v

ar
si

ty
 f

o
o

tb
al

l, 
tr

ac
k,

 b
as

eb
al

l, 
so

cc
er

, e
tc

.)
 

3
0

 

C
o

u
rs

es
 t

o
 g

iv
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 s

ki
lls

 n
ee

d
ed

 f
o

r 
em

p
lo

ym
en

t 
ri

gh
t 

af
te

r 
h

ig
h

 s
ch

o
o

l 
gr

ad
u

at
io

n
. 

2
1

 

A
 b

ro
ad

 s
el

ec
ti

o
n

 o
f 

cl
u

b
s 

an
d

 a
ft

er
sc

h
o

o
l p

ro
gr

am
s.

 
1

2
 

O
th

er
 (

P
le

as
e 

d
es

cr
ib

e 
b

el
o

w
) 

6
 

Pa
re

n
ts

 w
e

re
 a

sk
e

d
 t

o
 r

an
k 

in
 t

h
e 

o
rd

e
r 

o
f 

im
p

o
rt

an
ce

 t
h

e 
to

p
 t

h
re

e 
p

ro
gr

am
s 

fo
r 

a 
h

ig
h

 
sc

h
o

o
l. 

 T
o

 s
u

m
m

ar
iz

e 
th

e 
d

at
a,

 t
h

e 
n

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

“v
o

te
s”

 e
ac

h
 it

em
 r

ec
ei

ve
d

 w
as

 c
o

n
ve

rt
ed

 t
o

 
a 

0
 t

o
 1

0
0

 p
o

in
t 

sc
al

e.
  

Th
e 

it
em

 t
h

at
 r

e
ce

iv
ed

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 v
o

te
s 

h
as

 a
 s

co
re

 o
f 

1
0

0
, 

th
e

 
re

m
ai

n
in

g 
it

em
s 

ar
e 

re
p

o
rt

ed
 a

s 
th

e 
p

er
ce

n
t 

o
f 

vo
te

s 
re

la
ti

ve
 t

o
 t

h
e 

to
p

 it
em

.  
In

st
ru

ct
io

n
 in

 
a 

b
ro

ad
 r

an
ge

 o
f 

to
p

ic
s 

to
 p

re
p

ar
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 f

o
r 

a 
co

lle
ge

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 w

as
 s

el
ec

te
d

 a
s 

m
o

st
 

im
p

o
rt

an
t,

 f
o

llo
w

e
d

 b
y 

ad
va

n
ce

d
 s

tu
d

y 
in

 a
 s

p
e

ci
fi

c 
su

b
je

ct
. 

 E
le

ct
iv

e
 c

o
u

rs
es

 r
ec

ei
ve

d
 h

al
f 

th
e

 n
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
vo

te
s 

co
m

p
ar

ed
 t

o
 p

re
p

ar
at

io
n

 f
o

r 
co

lle
ge

 s
tu

d
y.

  



A
ll 

P
a
re

n
ts
—

C
o
n
c
e
rn

s
 a

b
o
u
t 

H
ig

h
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

A
r
e
 y

o
u

 c
o

n
c
e
r
n

e
d

 y
o

u
r
 c

h
il
d

's
 h

ig
h

 s
c
h

o
o

l 
o

r
 f

u
tu

r
e
 h

ig
h

 s
c
h

o
o

l 
d

o
e
s
 n

o
t 

h
a
v
e
 s

o
m

e
 o

f 
th

e
 

th
in

g
s
 
y
o

u
 
c
o

n
s
id

e
r
 
im

p
o

r
ta

n
t 

to
 
a
 
g

o
o

d
 
e
d

u
c
a
ti

o
n

?
 
I
f 

s
o

, 
p

le
a
s
e
 
li

s
t 

th
e
m

 
a
n

d
 
m

a
k
e
 
a
n

y
 

s
u

g
g

e
s
ti

o
n

s
 f

o
r
 w

h
a
t 

th
e
 d

is
tr

ic
t 

s
h

o
u

ld
 d

o
 i
n

 r
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 t

o
 t

h
is

 c
o

n
c
e
r
n

. 

O
p
e
n
-E

n
d

e
d
 Q

u
e

s
ti
o

n
; 
T
o

ta
l 
o

f 
p

e
rc

e
n

ta
g
e

s
 m

a
y
 e

x
c
e

e
d

 1
0

0
%

 

C
o

m
m

en
ts

 in
 t

h
e 

“O
th

er
” 

ca
te

go
ry

 in
cl

u
d

e:
 

D
o

 n
o

t 
h

av
e 

an
y 

ch
ild

re
n

. 
C

o
m

p
la

in
ts

 a
b

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 s
p

ec
if

ic
 c

la
ss

es
 a

re
 t

au
gh

t.
 

C
o

m
m

en
ts

 a
b

o
u

t 
p

er
so

n
al

 li
vi

n
g 

si
tu

at
io

n
. 

N
o

t 
en

o
u

gh
 k

n
o

w
le

d
ge

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
sc

h
o

o
ls

 in
 S

ac
ra

m
en

to
. 

G
en

er
al

 c
o

m
p

la
in

s 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
sc

h
o

o
l d

is
tr

ic
t 

(s
ch

o
o

l d
is

tr
ic

t 
is

 
d

ys
fu

n
ct

io
n

al
, u

se
s 

o
u

td
at

ed
 m

o
d

el
s,

 t
yp

e 
o

f 
p

eo
p

le
 a

t 
th

e 
sc

h
o

o
ls

).
 

D
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 s
en

d
 c

h
ild

 t
o

 h
o

m
e 

sc
h

o
o

l/
p

ri
va

te
 s

ch
o

o
l/

 o
th

er
 

N
=

8
4

8
 

A
 b

ro
ad

-r
an

ge
 o

f 
co

n
ce

rn
s 

w
er

e 
o

ff
er

ed
, w

it
h

 li
tt

le
 c

o
n

se
n

su
s 

n
o

te
d

.  
Th

e 
m

o
st

 c
o

m
m

o
n

ly
 m

en
ti

o
n

ed
 c

o
n

ce
rn

 w
as

 t
h

e 
q

u
al

it
y 

o
f 

th
e 

lo
ca

l h
ig

h
 s

ch
o

o
l (

3
5

%
).

 



A
ll 

P
a
re

n
ts
—

P
ro

p
o
s
e
d
 S

o
lu

ti
o
n

s
 

I
f 

y
o

u
 

fe
e
l 

th
a
t 

th
e
 

h
ig

h
 

s
c
h

o
o

l 
n

e
e
d

s
 

w
it

h
in

 
th

e
 

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s
 

o
f 

E
a
s
t 

S
a
c
r
a
m

e
n

to
, 

M
id

to
w

n
, 

o
r
 O

a
k
 P

a
r
k
 a

r
e
 n

o
t 

b
e
in

g
 m

e
t,

 w
h

a
t 

s
p

e
c
if

ic
 s

o
lu

ti
o

n
s
 d

o
 y

o
u

 s
u

g
g

e
s
t?

 

O
p
e
n
-E

n
d

e
d
 Q

u
e

s
ti
o

n
; 
T
o

ta
l 
o

f 
p

e
rc

e
n

ta
g
e

s
 m

a
y
 e

x
c
e

e
d

 1
0

0
%

 

C
o

m
m

en
ts

 in
 t

h
e 

“O
th

er
” 

ca
te

go
ry

 in
cl

u
d

e:
 

N
o

n
-s

p
ec

if
ic

 s
ta

te
m

en
t 

o
f 

a 
p

ro
b

le
m

. 
G

en
er

al
 s

ta
te

m
en

t 
o

f 
n

ee
d

 f
o

r 
a 

co
m

p
re

h
en

si
ve

 s
ch

o
o

l. 
N

ee
d

 t
o

 in
vo

lv
e 

th
e 

co
m

m
u

n
it

y 
in

 s
ch

o
o

l p
la

n
n

in
g.

 
M

o
re

/f
ew

er
 c

h
ar

te
r 

sc
h

o
o

ls
 

D
o

n
’t

 k
n

o
w

 e
n

o
u

gh
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

is
su

es
. 

Q
u

es
ti

o
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
Sa

c 
H

ig
h

’s
 b

o
o

kk
ee

p
in

g/
b

u
si

n
es

s 
p

ra
ct

ic
es

. 
Sc

h
o

o
ls

 n
ee

d
 m

o
re

 m
o

n
ey

. 
Sh

o
rt

 a
n

sw
er

s:
 “

It
’s

 f
in

e,
” 

“N
o

,”
 “

I t
h

in
k 

th
ey

 a
re

,”
 e

tc
. N

=
1

0
2

4
 

A
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
so

lu
ti

o
n

s 
w

er
e 

o
ff

er
ed

 f
o

r 
m

ee
ti

n
g 

th
e 

n
ee

d
s 

o
f 

th
es

e 
co

m
m

u
n

it
ie

s,
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 o

f 
w

h
ic

h
 w

as
 t

o
 b

u
ild

 a
 n

ew
 s

ch
o

o
l 

at
 a

 s
p

e
ci

fi
ed

 l
o

ca
ti

o
n

 (
3

7
%

).
  

O
th

er
 i

d
ea

s 
in

cl
u

d
e

d
 m

ak
in

g 
ef

fo
rt

s 
at

 
im

p
ro

vi
n

g 
ex

is
ti

n
g 

sc
h

o
o

ls
 (

2
4

%
),

 p
la

ci
n

g 
a 

co
m

p
re

h
en

si
ve

 h
ig

h
 s

ch
o

o
l 

at
 t

h
e 

Sa
cr

am
en

to
 H

ig
h

 S
ch

o
o

l 
si

te
 (

1
8

%
),

 o
r 

an
 a

rr
an

ge
m

en
t 

o
f 

sw
ap

p
in

g 
sc

h
o

o
l l

o
ca

ti
o

n
s 

(1
4

%
).

   
 



Fe
e

d
b

ac
k 

fr
o

m
 R

es
id

en
ts

 W
h

o
 D

o
 N

o
t 

H
av

e 
C

h
ild
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